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the new Prime Minister of Greece and asked
them to move their forces away from that
little island and to find a diplomatic solution
to the issue. And I heard them out at some
length, and we discussed some options. And
then the Secretary of State, Secretary of
Treasury—I mean, the Secretary of Defense,
Secretary of State, and the Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff have all been involved
in this. We have been working hard on this
today.

Greece and Turkey have too much in com-
mon, too much to gain from getting along
with each other, and we have too many other
important issues in that area that affect both
their interests for this small piece of land to
be allowed to develop into a crisis for the
two of them. So the United States is doing
everything we possibly can, and I have some
hope that the crisis will abate over the next
24 or 48 hours. But there’s still one or two
issues remaining in the air as we speak.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:16 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Prime Minister
Konstandinos Simitis of Greece and President
Suleyman Demirel and Prime Minister Tansu
Ciller of Turkey. A tape was not available for ver-
ification of the content of these remarks.

Proclamation 6863—National
African American History Month,
1996
January 30, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Today’s schoolchildren are fortunate to

grow up in classrooms where they are taught
to appreciate all of the many heroes of Amer-
ican history. While previous generations read
textbooks that told only part of our Nation’s
story, materials have been developed in re-
cent years that give our students a fuller pic-
ture—textured and deepened by new char-
acters and themes. African American History
Month provides a special opportunity for
teachers and schools to celebrate this ongo-
ing process and to focus on the many African

Americans whose lives have shaped our com-
mon experience.

This year, our observance emphasizes
black women and the strides made to bring
their achievements to the fore. From So-
journer Truth’s sermons, to Mary McLeod
Bethune’s speeches, to the contemporary
novels of Nobel laureate Toni Morrison, the
voices of African American women have
called attention to the twin burdens of racism
and sexism and have invited listeners to dis-
cover the richness of traditions kept alive in
back kitchens and workrooms. In churches
and communities, and more recently in uni-
versities and statehouses across America,
these women have fought extraordinary bat-
tles for social, economic, and political
empowerment.

Barbara Jordan once wrote,
‘We the people’; it is a very eloquent
beginning. But when the Constitution of
the United States was completed on the
seventeenth of September, 1787, I was
not included in that ‘We the people.’

As we mourn the loss of this great American,
let us honor her by seeking to further the
progress made since those early days toward
true equality and inclusion. During African
American History Month and throughout the
year, we must embrace the diverse strands
of our story so that all children can see them-
selves in our Nation’s past and know that they
have a role to play in seizing the future’s
countless opportunities.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim February 1996,
as National African American History Month.
I call upon Government officials, educators
in schools, colleges, universities, and librar-
ies, and all the people of the United States
to observe this month with appropriate cere-
monies, activities, and programs that raise
awareness of African American history and
invite further inquiry into this area of study.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of January, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-six, and of the Independence of the United
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States of America the two hundred and twen-
tieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., February 1, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on January 31, and it
was published in the Federal Register on February
2.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Presidential Determination 95–45
January 30, 1996

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with section 6001(a) of the Re-

source Conservation and Recovery Act
(RCRA) (the ‘‘Act’’), as amended, 42 U.S.C.
6961(a), notification is hereby given that on
September 29, 1995, I issued Presidential
Determination 95–45 (copy attached) and
thereby exercised the authority to grant cer-
tain exemptions under section 6001(a) of the
Act.

Presidential Determination No. 95–45 ex-
empted the United States Air Force’s operat-
ing location near Groom Lake, Nevada, from
any Federal, State, interstate, or local hazard-
ous or solid waste laws that might require
the disclosure of classified information con-
cerning that operating location to unauthor-
ized persons. Information concerning activi-
ties at the operating location near Groom
Lake has been properly determined to be
classified and its disclosure would be harmful
to national security. Continued protection of
this information is, therefore, in the para-
mount interest of the United States.

The Determination was not intended to
imply that in the absence of a Presidential
exemption RCRA or any other provision of
law permits or requires the disclosure of clas-
sified information to unauthorized persons,
but rather to eliminate any potential uncer-
tainty arising from a decision in pending liti-
gation, Kasza v. Browner (D. Nev. CV–S–
94–795–PMP). The Determination also was
not intended to limit the applicability or en-
forcement of any requirement of law applica-
ble to the Air Force’s operating location near
Groom Lake except those provisions, if any,

that would require the disclosure of classified
information.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on January 31.

Executive Order 12987—
Amendment to Executive Order
12964
January 31, 1996

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit-
ed States of America, including the Federal
Advisory Committee Act, as amended (5
U.S.C. App.), and to facilitate the work of
the Commission on United States-Pacific
Trade and Investment Policy, it is hereby or-
dered that Executive Order No. 12964 of
June 21, 1995, is amended (i) in section 1(a)
by inserting in the second sentence ‘‘up to
20’’ in place of ‘‘15’’, and (ii) in section 2(a)
by inserting in the first sentence ‘‘about De-
cember 31, 1996,’’ in place of ‘‘before Feb-
ruary 1, 1996,’’.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
January 31, 1996.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., February 1, 1996]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on February 2.

Remarks at the National Prayer
Breakfast
February 1, 1996

Thank you very much. Senator Bennett,
Vice President and Mrs. Gore, Mr. Speaker,
Senator Nunn, and Members of Congress
who are here, and members of the Supreme
Court, Joint Chiefs, other public officials, to
our guests from around the world and my
fellow Americans: Let me begin by saying
that most of what I would like to have said
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